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WILLIAM TOT TON. 


TO THE 


WORTHY INHABITANTS 


O F 
LAYTON-STONE. 


My honoured FxienDs, 

1 Beg your acceptance of the following 
diſcourſe, which was preached with a 
deſire of alleviating the great concern 

you were under for the loſs of our late ex- 

cellent Friend Mrs. Du Ns TER; and is now - 
put into your hands, in hopes of removing 
entirely all remains of that forrow which 
ſill fits heavy upon many of your minds. 


But though I deſign this little preſent-as 


© mark of my affection for you, I muſt 
| confeſs 


- DEDICATION. 


confeſs I intend it likewiſe as a teſtimony 
of my regard to her. Not that ſhe wants 
any encomiums from my pen to endear her 
memory to her friends, or perpetuate her 
name to poſterity : for the one can never 
be forgotten, nor your love of the other be 
increaſed. | 


I have not therefore attempted to paint 
thoſe excellencies, you have ſo long been 
charm'd with in the original ; nor ventur'd 
to draw that character, which muſt loſe 
much of its beauty even by a deſcription 
from the moſt maſterly hand. 


Yet ſomething I thought myſelf under 
an obligation to ſay of her, leaſt I ſhould 
ſeem wanting in that veneration and reſſ pect 
which is due to ſo deſerving a Lady: and 
as you, who were acquainted with her life, 
will think no honour too much to be done 
x to 


DEDICATION. ii 


to her Memory, I perſuade myſelf you will 
favourably look upon this little attempt. 


But I have ſtill a further view in laying 
this diſcourſe before you. I would willing- 
ly reconcile you to the thoughts of parting, 
not only with your friends, but with the 
world itſelf. I would gladly therefore put 
you in a way to meet it with tranſport in- 
ſtead of terror. Fain would I have your 
thoughts ſo intent upon that glorious ſcene 
which will ſoon open upon you, that the 
preſent might always appear to you as con- 
temptible, as it is tranſient! And moſt ar- 
dently do I long that your hearts may ſo 
aſpire after GOD, and an endleſs felicity 
with your REDEEMER on high, as 
may keep you from that very eager ſolici- 
tude too many diſcover for temporal things; 
and lead you to that holy and heavenly 
life, which can only entitle you to the joys 
which are eternal. 


It 
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If any thing I have faid may promote 
this great end, it will be an unſpeakable 
ſatisfaction to 


faithful friend, 


and aſſectiomate ſervant 4 


William Totton. 
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Death to the good man, preferable to life. 
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Eccizs. VII. x. 


The day of death is better than the day 
of one's birth. | 


S this obſervation of King Solomon's ſeems 
to be the reſult of a long and univerſal ex- 
perience of the unſatisfactorineſs of all 

human enjoyments, it may appear at firſt ſight 
to be nothing but the voice of fretfulneſs and 
diſcontent, rather than, what it is in fact, the 
language of ſober reaſon and reflection. 

Every man however will eaſily diſcover the 
great diſtinction which ought to be made between 
a peeviſh diſcontentedneſs with life, and a noble 
indifference for it : the firſt is highly criminal ; 
the other moſt eminently virtuous : the one is the 

never failing ſource of trouble and unhappineſs ; 
B the 
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the other is the ſolid foundation of pure tranqui- 
lity and peace. Whoever can diſcover this, will 
ſee the juſtneſs and propriety, the wiſdom and 
beauty of the maxim laid down by the wiſe man 
in the text. | 

After having conſidered in the fix foregoing 
chapters the vanity of all thoſe things in which 
men place their happineſs, he proceeds to furniſh 
us with ſuch ſentiments as might be likely to pro- 
cure us the felicity we ſearch for, if we would 
ſuffer ourſelves to be influenced by them : a- 
mong which, this in the text is one of the moſt 
principal; by which he endeavours to perſuade 
us, that this life is ſo far from deſerving that in- 
tenſe degree of affection we beſtow upon it, 
that it ſcarcely merits any affection at all; but 
that we ought to look upon the laſt day of it, 
much more deſirable than the firſt, 

I am ſenſible this is a doctrine which will ap- 
pear unintelligible to the greateſt part of man- 
kind. Men have their hearts ſo entierly engroſſed 
by the things of this world, that inſtead of re- 
Joicing in that day which is to ſeparate them 
from their earthly joys for ever, it is a thought 
that brings with it unſpeakable torture. The 
proud, the ambitious, the ſenſual and the cove- 
tous, all of them find pleaſures too captivating in 
the indulgence of theſe diſpoſitions, to be parted 
with ſo very calmly ; and though the ſetiment in 

the 
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the text dropped from the pen of the wiſeſt of 
the ſons of men, they cannot but think his wiſ- 
dom was a little departed from him; ſince they 
can form no idea of ſuch an indifference. We 
ſhall ſee hereafter, it is no wonder they cannot: 
as it will appear from the reaſons upon which the 
propriety of this obſervation is founded, that it 
can be the proper ſentiment of none but a pious 
and religious mind. 


For, in the firſt place; i it is a to ſuch a man 
that this world appears in its true light. He ſees 
it to be no place of real and ſolid happineſs ; and 
he believes what the Scripture has told us, that, 
man is born unto trouble, as the ſparks fly up- 
ce wards” This is ſo unavoidably the lot of hu- 
manity, that no condition of life ever exempted 
any man from it. But let not this be looked up- 
on as any impeachment of the ſovereign wiſdom 
and goodneſs which formed, and governs the 
univerſe : for, to the everlaſting praiſe and glory 
of thoſe great attributes, be it ever remem | 
that Gop has not been wanting in any thing that 
might be conducive to the happineſs of his crea» 


| tures; but that all our miſery is from ourſelves. 


Contemplate the world around you, Though 
blaſted by the curſe of almighty wrath, it ſtill is 
enriched with unnumbered bleſſings, for the com- 
fort and delight of its ungrateful inhabitants. 
Though the firſt fair face of the creation was 

B 2 £ ſpoiled 
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ſpoiled for the puniſhment of the firſt audacious 
offender, ſtill we muſt acknowledge it preſents 

-unbounded beauty to the raptured eye; and the 
robe of ſmiling nature preſerves ſomething of its 
original ſplendor : if then the rational and moral 
part of the creation was but as beautiful and or- 

derly as the natural world, we might expect, e- 
ven at preſent, a felicity with leſs interruption and 
fewer allays. But this was alone the priviledge of 
man in innocence. Now, ſo perverted are the 
defigns of Providence for the general good, by 
the folly and vice, the irregularities and miſcon- 
duct of individuals, that, as happy as the world 
might be, if all things were governed by thoſe 
beautiful laws the CREATOR intended they ſhould . 
be, it is in vain to look for happineſs in ſuch a 
' mangled and difordered ſyſtem. 


Anger and pride ; luſt and intemperance ; ma- 
lice and envy; ill-nature and cenſoriouſneſs; ; 
fraud and deceit; uncharitableneſs and revenge; 
theſe are the horrid blemiſhes which men have 
introduced into the moral world ; which have 
greatly deformed the original beauty of it ; and not 
only render it dangerous and unſafe, but uncom- 
fortable to a good man to be any longer an inha- 


bitant of it. 


This unpleaſing proſpect no doubt it was 
that forced a noble heathen to cry out, that, 
« the beſt thing was never to be born; and the 


next 
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<< next beſt, to die preſently” He looked indeed 
no farther, than the preſent life; and having 
therefore no reviving proſpect in a life to come, 

this appeared to him truly deplorable ; being ex- 
poſed to ſuch a variety of unhappineſs which. 
muſt be the conſequence of ſo much depravity ; 
ſuch a general and profligate corruption of hu- 
. manity. 

Some good minds perhaps may be led to hope 
an over-ruling providence will graciouſly inter- 
pole to prevent the evil effect of men's vices, and 
paſſions from extending beyond themſelves : but 
there is much more reaſon to expect Gop will 
ſuffer every one to partake of that trouble, diſ- 
quietude and miſery, which, to ſpeak the truth, 
we every one of us in ſome meaſure contribute 
to. For all men have their paſſions ; and few a- 
mong us all but give way to them; and fo long 
as that is the caſe, it will be unreaſonable in any 
one to expect never to feel the conſequences of 
| other's paſſions, while his own are often the 
cauſes of uneaſineſs to other men. | 

This then appears to be undeniably the cafe ; 
that unhappineſs is generally reciprocal ; and rea- 
ſonable beings, who were placed in the fame 
rank of creation to be the comfort and felicity of 
each other in their paſſage through this ſtage of 
their exiſtence, are the principal authors of each 
other's miſery ; ſo ſtrangely are the. deſigns of 
| providence 


US] 
providence diſappointed by the unaccountable in- 
fatuation of mankind. | 

From ſuch a diſordered and diſtracted ſcene 
of things, who would not be glad to make his 
eſcape as ſoon as he could; and find a peaceful 
refuge in the grave? the conſideration of which 
drew from the wiſe man that moſt pathetick ex- 
clamation, Wherefore, I praiſed the dead, 
e which are already dead, more than the living 
* which are yet alive: yea, better is he that hath 
* not yet been, who hath not ſeen the evil work 
e that is done under the ſun !” 


But ſuppoſe: we could be effectually ſecured 
from the malice and ill-will of others; and were 
in no danger of having the tranquility of our 
lives diſturbed by their frailties and follies ; yet 
to our great unhappineſs we find we are often 
falling out with ourſelves: and in truth, with ve- 
ry good reaſon : for nothing can be a more reaſon- 
able ground of diſqleaſure than our own ſtupi- 
dity ; firſt to ſeek for happineſs where it is never 
to be found; and then to be angry we are not 
able to meet with it. This is a conduct which 
juſtly deſerves our indignation ; though we do 
not always enough diſcover the folly of it, to be 
diſpleaſed at it: and hence it is, we are often 
uneaſy without perceiving the cauſe ; which is a 
ſort of unhappineſs moſt men in the world have 
experienced, 


Diſſatisfaction 
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Diſſatisfaction of mind attends the wok exalt- 
ed ſtations of human life; and the moſt convin- 
cing proof that ſcarce any man ever yet was truly 
happy, is, that ſcarce any man ever yet arrived 
at that ſtate where he did not diſcover ſomething 
further to hope for. Our caſe is ſomething like 
that of a traveller upon the Alps (as it is beauti- 
fully repreſented by an ingenious writer) who 
imagines the top of the next hill will end his 
journey becauſe it terminates his proſpe& ; but 
he no ſooner arrives there, but he diſcovers new 
ground, and other hills beyond it; and conti- 
nues to travel on as before. Thus in our ſearch 
after happineſs ; we fancy we ſhall attain it when 
we have compleated ſuch a defign ; but when 
we have ſucceeded in that point, we find our- 
ſelves juſt as far from true felicity as before. 
Having therefore ſo much reaſon to deſpair of 
finding it, why may we not with great propriety 
look upon that day which is to put an end to 
ſuch a troubleſome and ineffectual purſuit as 
more. welcome than that in which we began it? 
It is ſomething ſtrange this is not the univerſal 
ſentiment of mankind ; and that any one ſhould 
think of arriving at happineſs by that way in 
which every one knows, that thouſands have 
been diſappointed before him, 


I ſhall not mention the numberleſs pains and 


inſupportable diſeaſes to which our frail natures 
| | are 


E 


are hourly liable; and by which a ſtate of the 
higheſt human felicity would ſoon be rendered 
-uncomfortable and wretched. This cannot be 


alledged as a general proof that our diſſolution 
is deſirable, becauſe it is a reaſon that will not ex- 
tend to all; ſince many in the world enjoy a per- 
petual freedom from them, But without the 
aſſiſtance of this argument, it appears ſufficiently, 

from the foregoing obſervations, that the day of 
death is better than the day of one's birth, as it 
removes us for ever from that troubled ſtate of 
things, wherein we ſcarce have ſeen any man 
truly happy, and in which it is likely we never. 


| ſhall, 


If it ſhould be urged in confutation of this aſ- 
ſertion, that a good man is always ſo; I ſhall 
readily acknowledge the truth of the obſervation 
as it is the beſt confirmation of all I have faid : for 
the good man is therefore happy, becauſe he 


never depended upon any thing in this world to 


make him ſo. His happineſs flows from a high- 
er ſource; from him who is the ſupreme inex- 
hauſtible fountain of it; it is hid with CHRIST 
in Gop, and he is not obliged to the paltry pe- 
riſhable delights of this dim ſpot for the envied 
felicity he enjoys. Such a man's happineſs there- 
fore is ſo far from proving this world to be a de- 


firable place, that it is the very reaſon he would 
| be 
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be glad to be out of it, as we ſhall ſee more ful- 
ly under my third head. 

But perhaps after all, the worldling will laugh 
and tell us we are mightily miſtaken; and that 
he can produce his own experience to prove this 
world is not fo devoid of happineſs as I have re- 
preſented it. But let us only contemplate a little 
what it is this deluded mortal calls happineſs, 

and we ſhall find, it is himſelf i is under the miſ- 
take. 

And what is it, but one continual and inſipid 
round of the ſame nonſenſe and vanity ! a perpe- 
tual flutttering from one vain joy to another as 
poor and unſatisfying: and all to fill up the va- 
cancies of time and thought; and keep him 
from diſcovering his real wretchedneſs; who- 
ever can be content with ſuch a happineſs, will 
never be envied for the choice he has made; ſince 
after all their mighty boaſt, we ſee even theſe 
happy mortals, upon the leaſt interruption of 
their j joy, plunged into a ſtate of the greateſt ab- 
jectneſs in the world; and uncommonly oppreſ- 
ſed with drooping ſpirits and a dejected mind. 


This then is the firſt argument that naturally 

occurs to a religious and attentive mind for the 
truth of Solomon's obſervation in the text, that 
this world is no place of ſolid happineſs ; and it 
were better to get well, and ſafely out of it as 
ſoon as we can. The ſecond I ſhall offer, carries 


C | ſtill 
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Kill greater weight with it; being drawn from 
the 3 that this life is deſigned only 
for a ſtate of trial and probation. 


Every man that thinks upon this with due ſe- 


riouſneſs and compoſure, will naturally be in- 
duced to wiſh it were well over; and highly re- 


joice in that day which is to cloſe fo et and 
dangerous a ſtate. It is a ſtate of fo much im- 
portance to us, that it is a wonder we can enjoy 
any peace and ſatisfaction while we are in it. 
What can be ſo awful, and what ought to be ſo 
alarming, as the reflection that an eternity of con- 
ſummate bleſſedneſs, or inconceivable miſery is 
depending upon our preſent conduct and behavi- 
our? it is a thought that chills the ſoul with hor- 
ror; and cannot but ſtrike a deadly damp upon 
the hearts of thoſe who are purſuing the vain joys 
of this periſhable world with ſo much eagerneſs, 
and leaving themſelves unprepared for that ſolemn 
reckoning to come. It is a thought that muſt . 
make the beſt man among us tremble ; and ear- 
neſtly ſolicitous to be delivered from a ſtate of fo 
much hazard, where every moment an endleſs 
felicity is at ſtake. He looks round about him ; 
and beholds with terror the thoufand temptations 
that aſſault him on every ſide. He looks within; 
and is aſtoniſhed at the treachery and deceitful- 
neſs of his own heart, which ſeems diſpoſed to 
embrace the firſt favourable opportunity to ſin, 
notwithſtanding 
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notwithſtanding his vigorous reſolution againſt it. 
He ſees with the utmoſt ſurprize and compaſſion, 
how many, of thoſe who have made ſome pro- 
greſs in religion, are carried away from their duty 
by the moſt inſignificant trifles! and what poor 
inconſiderable gratifications they are for which 
men are content to part with their innocence and 
integrity; rob Gop of the entire affection of their 
ſouls; and forfeit all their hopes of a bleſſed im- 
mortality. After ſuch a review, can any thing 
be more natural for him, than to be afraid of con- 
tinuing in ſuch a world? being ſubje& to the ſame 
paſſions and frailties of other men, he cannot tell 
how ſoon he may fall into the ſame folly and ſin 
he now condemns in them! He cannot but live 
therefore in continual dread of falling from his 

everance; and rather than run the riſque of ſo 
dreadful a defection, he is ſo wiſe as to look up- 
on that day to be truly deſirable, which effectu- 
ally prevents it; by putting an end to any further 
trial of his virtue, and carrying him to receive that 
virtue's reward. Whoever has made any advance- 
ment in the ways of piety and holineſs will look 
upon theſe ſentiments as juſt ; and even triumph 
in the thought of ſpeedily finiſhing that probati- 
on, which the ſooner we can finiſh the better; 
if it be but with glory to God ; and honour and 


happineſs to ourſelves. 
'C2 | Was 
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Was it poſſible therefore to arrive at a much 
more compleat degree of felicity than we ever 


ſhall in this life, yet becauſe no ſtate can place 


us out of the reach of temptations, and a proſ- 
perous condition moſt of all expoſes us to their 
aſſault, it cannot but be a pleaſing event, when- 


ever it ſhall happen, to be removed into that 
ſtate, where temptation ſhall be at an end, and 
ſin and folly ſhall be no more: for who to enjoy 


a few more years of vanity, would run the hazard 


of loſing the bleſſedneſs of eternity. 
But laſtly. There is one conſideration more 


that ſets before us the juſtneſs and truth of Solo- 
mon's declaration in ſo ſtrong a light, as places 
the matter beyond all doubt. 


The day of death is better than the day of one's 
birth, as the one only introduces us to a ſcene of 
perpetual trouble and uneaſineſs, diſcipline and 
trial ; but the other brings us to a ſtate of glory 
and reward : to thoſe peaceful regions where all 
will be harmony and love, and uninterrupted tran- 
quility for evermore. Death puts us at once in 
the poſſeſſion of a ſupream, unchangeable and 
everlaſting good ; what we have long been wan- 
dring after here in vain! It carries us to him whom 
our ſoul loveth and longeth after! To him who 
is the fountain of happineſs, and at whoſe right 
hand it will for ever flow: who can make us 
bleſſed in ten thouſand ways, as much beyond 

| our 
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our conception, as above our deſerts. Every mo- 
ment then which keeps us here, keeps us from 
true happineſs. This is a ſtate of baniſhment in 
which we are detained, and kept at a diſtance 
from that great and good SAviou the ſight and 
enjoyment of whom, conſtitutes the higheſt bleſ- 
ſedneſs.---<* This,” faith St. Auſtin, ** is the com- 
ce pleat beatitude of - glorified ſpirits ! this is the 
e joy of the bleſſed angels ! this their everlaſting 
e delight, and eternal triumph! to behold him 
« who made Heaven and earth; who created 
<« and redeemed us ! the ſight of thee O Gop is 
ee all our wages! all our recompence | all the joy 
<« and felicity we can hope or have! how glori- 
c ous a kingdom is thine my Gop and SAvi1ouR ; 
« where every ſervant of thine fits in ſtate with 
te thee; decked with light as with a garment | 
te where thou thyſelf art preſent ; the hope of 
te the faithful; and the diadem of their everlaſt- 
« ing glory!” „In this glorious kingdom,” as 
an ingenious writer expreſſes it, © is joy without 
te ſadneſs ; health without fickneſs ; happineſs 
te without abatement ; and goodneſs without al- 
te lay! here pain is never felt; complaint never 
te heard; grief is never ſeen ; and diſappointment 
te never feared :” And all from being bleſſed with 
the fruition of Gop, who is the fulneſs of all fe- 
licity. | 
And 


* 
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And who then will not confeſs with Solomon, 
that the day of death is better than the day of 
one's birth, which tranſlates us to ſuch ineffable 
joys? when the priſon doors are opened, and the 
foul marches up in triumph, conducted by the 
bleſſed angels to its father's manſion ; and after 
being preſented before the throne of the moſt 
high, takes its place amongſt thoſe happy ſpirits 
to live and reign with its REDEEMER for ever. 


Though the day of our birth then is a day to 
be remembred with gratitude, thankfulneſs and 
joy; as we then were honoured with a place a- 
mong reaſonable beings, and by that means made 
capable of knowing, loving, reſembling and enjoy- 
ing Gop; yet ſhould the day of death be ſtill dearer 
to us; ſince whatever glorious proſpects we have 
before us on account of that rank we hold in the 
creation of Gop, they are all placed on the other 
ſide the grave; and we muſt paſs through the 
valley of death before we can attain that incor- 
ruptible inheritance our REDEEMER hath pur- 
chaſed and reſerved in Heaven for us. 


The day of our birth is only the beginning of 
a ſhort and periſhing life ; but the day of our 
death is our entrance upon an everlaſting ſtate : 
and if we rejoice in the former becauſe it brin gs 
us into that ſtate of being where we receive daily 
teſtimonies of the love and goodneſs of our great 
CREATOR, how much more ought we to rejoice 
in 
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in the latter which introduces us to his immediate 
preſence, where there will be nothing to in- 
terrupt the happy intercourſe between us; but 
where we ſhall be perpetually enlivened by freſh 
communications of his goodneſs ! perpetually tranſ- 
ported by beholding new manifeſtations of his 
greatneſs and glory ; and being filled with love, 
admiration and gratitude ſhall unite perpetually 
with the illuſtrious choir in praifing his glorious 
Name: by all which means together, we ſhall 
enjoy an inceſſant and unallayed felicity for ever. 


Well then might the Apoſtle cry out, © I have a 
« defire to depart, and to be with CHRIST, which 
eis far better.” Far better indeed than any thing 
this world can offer or beſtow; and far better 
therefore, as the wiſe man obſerves, muſt be the 
day of death than the day of one's birth, which 
brings us into ſo exalted, and deſirable a ſtate. 


We now, from what has been ſaid, may diſ- 
cover the reaſon that the doctrine of the text is 
ſo very unpleaſing and unintelligible to the great- 
eſt part of mankind. We ſee it is no wonder the 
day of death ſhould appear to the worldly mind» 
ed, the ambitious and the ſenſual a day of the ut- 
moſt miſery and horror. Alas! 'they have no 
other joys to expect when theſe are taken from 

them ! they have thought of no other pleaſures 
than what this world could furniſh; and have 
taken no care to ſecure an intereſt in that Al- 


mighty 
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mighty Being, who is to appoint us our unchange- 
able portion for ever ! death therefore cuts them 
off at once from all things that afforded them ſa- 
tisfaction in this life, and they have nothing to 
look for in that life to come : they have received 


their conſolation here ; and only. judgment and 
fiery indignation attends them hereafter. 


| Whence it appears in the ſecond place, that 
the ſentiment in the text can only be the proper 
ſentiment of a pious and religious mind, which 
leads me to the practical inference to be drawn 
from this whole diſcourſe, that we take care to 
conduct our lives in ſuch a manner that the 
thought of our death, inſtead of terror, may give 
us joy. Till we can contemplate that awful mo- 
ment with ſatisfaction and ſerenity, we may be 
aſſured we are unprepared to meet it. 

If we tremble at the reflection upon that ſolemn 
leave we are very ſoon to take of this poor world, 
(perhaps much ſooner than many of us expect) 
we may depend upon it, it is becauſe we have 
beſtowed too much affection upon it, and too lit- 

tle upon Gop. Such a dread can only ariſe from 

a conſciouſneſs of being without thoſe chriſtian vir- 

tues which can alone recommend us to his favour; 

and from a fad recollection that we have not paſ- 

ſed that holy and heavenly life, which can only 
brighten up the valley of the ſhadow of death. | 
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Let us therefore my beloved brethren, as the 
vital ſpring and principle of all true religion, love 
Gop! love him with a ſupream undivided affec- 
tion! with all our heart; and mind; and foul; 
and ſtrength ! it will then be impoſſible to offend 
him : but with the utmoſt chearfulneſs and ſteady 
perſeverance we ſhall walk in the ways of his 
commandments ; and our duty will be our joy. 


Thus will that tremendous hour which ſtrikes 
agony into the hearts of thouſands, inſpire us 
with a moſt enlivening confidence ; we ſhall at 
all times contemplate the happy moment with de- 
light, and meet it with tranſport whenever it ar- 
rives. 


And now, from the obſervations we have been 
led to make in this diſcourſe, I am in hopes we 
ſhall be able to draw ſome conſolation to alleviate 
that great and juſt concern many of us cannot but 
feel for the loſs we have lately ſuſtained ; and 
with this view I pitched upon this particular ſub- 
jet: for ſince the divine Providence hath been 
pleaſed, almoſt before our tears were dried up for 
the loſs of our late worthy friend, to afflict us 
with the death of his truly valuable lady; I could 
think of no means more likely to aſſwage our 
ſwelling grief, and ſuppreſs each riſing figh, than 
to repreſent that awful change ſhe has made, 
as a moſt happy, and glorious event. Conſider- 
ing it in this light, we ſhall acknowledge it to be 

| D matter 
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matter of thankfulneſs and j joy; rather than a 
reaſon for lamentation and complaint. 


And what, in the firſt place is her departure 


from us but a bleſſed releaſe from a very uncom- 
fortable diſorder to which ſhe had been ſubject 
many years; which indeed ſhe endured with true 
chriſtian fortitude and reſignation : but which, 

_ notwithſtanding the chearfulneſs ſhe always pre- 
ferved, could not but render life a little burthen- 
fore and unpleaſant, though her inward happi- 
nefs could never be affected by it: for religious 
peace and joy are of too fublime a nature for any 
external circumſtances to deprive us of. We are 
not indebted to the world for that gift ; nor de- 
pend upon it for the continuance. 


But farther. What is her departure from us, 


but a happy deliverance out of a filly, vain and 
finful world! where every good mind ſees daily 
more to lament, than to rejoice at; where inſtead 
of acting continually for the glory of God, men 
ſeem to have no other deſire but that of pleaſing 
and aggrandizing themſelves. Where thoſe who 


are moſt diſtinguiſhed by the bleſſings of provi- 


tence are moſt ungrateful to the bountiful author; 
and as Jeſburun is deſcribed by the prophet, 
« wax fat and kick, and forſake the Lord that 
made them; and lightly regard the Gop of their 
falvation,” Where thoſe who will dare to profeſs 
any great degrees of love to Gopand our SAviouR, 
; are 
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are looked upon, and laughed at as enthuſiaſts, 
and madmen! Where men riot in abundance ; 
and glory in their ſhame ; pampering the body 
to the deſtruction of the ſoul. Where the love 
of vanity in ſome ; the thirſt after riches in others; 
the indulgence of luxury in many; and the de- 
ſire of pleaſure in the moſt of us, aleniate our 
hearts and affections from Gop; deſtroy our re- 
liſh of divine things; drown the the tremendous 
thought of eternity; create a total diſregard of 
that glorious part of us which muſt live for ever; 
and leave men utterly unprepared for that great 
day which is to place us before the throne of our 


judge; to receive his irrevocable ſentence. 


Out of ſuch a world, and from the ſight of ſo 
much fin and folly, our dear departed Friend is 
happily reſcued ; whoſe deep ſenſe of the import- 
ance of religion gave her affectionate heart much 
anguiſh, when ſhe reflected upon ſo many thou- 
ſands going on with the utmoſt indifference about 
it; and with the greateſt compoſure W | 
themſelves, 

Again. What is her departure from us but a 
glorious concluſion of that ſolemn ſcene of 
bation upon which our unchan geable ſtate for ever 
is to depend. How ſhould it rejoice our hearts to 
recollect with what glory to God, and honour to 


our holy religion ſhe paſſed through this import- 


ant trial ; adorning the doctrine of Gop our Sa- 
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viouR in all things; and having her converſation 5 
becoming the Goſpel of CHRIST. And as the 


paſſed through it in ſo exemplary a manner to 
others, I have the pleaſure to tell you ſhe finiſhed ',. 
it with the higheſt joy and comfort to herſelf; in , 
ardent longings after the enjoyment of her C- 
Aron; and-a fincere deſire to be with Cukfsr 
which is far better. This pleaſing reflection will, 
no doubt, enable us to reſign her up with more 
x compoſure ; and all, who ſincerely loved her, 


will rejoice at fo peaceful an end. 


But there is one con ſideration more which can- 


not but raiſe our  acquieſcence j into rapture : for 


In the laſt place, what is her departure frond." 1 


0 


us but going to God? the end of fo holy, fo ex- 


cellent, fo chriſtian a life, is only the beginning 


of an ever bleſſed life with him ! it is only an en- 


trance upon that uncorruptible and undefiled in- 


'on high! it is nothing but taking poſſeſſion of. : 


heritance we are promiſed with glorified beings 


that crown of life, which every one will obtain, 
who continues, as ſhe has done, faithful unto 


death! 


rits hailing the happy faint's * we do not 


Where then is our love for our divine R- 


DEEMER ? that we do not rejoice, that one more 
member is added to his glorious kingdom? and 
where i is our affection for her? that, while Hea- 


ven is filled with ſhouts of joy, and kindred ſpi- 
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forget our own loſs, and unite in the celeſtial 
triumph ! ; 


' Weep then no more for her ; but weep for 
'  - yourſelves and your children: and, if ſorrow could 
touch the bleſſed, ſhe would join her friendly _ 


tears, in conſideration that we are ſtill in this vale 
of miſery: our probation yet unfiniſhed : our 
everlaſting happineſs yet unſecured ! Þ 

Oh! may this reflection produce in us "that 


ſeriouſneſs which becomes creatures in ſo awful 
a ſituation ! that (in imatation of our friend) a- * 


midſt all our other purſuits we may never 4 


to make it our principal buſineſs, by real piety, , 


and unſhaken obedience to every command of 


the Goſpel of Cur1sT, to ſecure the füt f 
Gop, and the bleſſed hope of eternal life, e 27 bs 


will our departure from the ——— 


of this tranſitory ſcene give us no uneaſineſs; 


we ſhall be going to him who has all mir oſs 


in his gift; and can abundantly make up to us 
the loſs of a much greater felicity than any we 
ſhall ever enjoy here. 

This improvement, if we make of that bright 


bright pattern ſhe has ſet us, it will indeed be for 
our happineſs that we have enjoyed it; though 
much to our condemnation, if we do not. But 


becauſe our ſufficiency is only of Gop, let us, 
while we bleſs his holy name for all his ſaints 
and ſervants departed this life in his faith and 
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fear, implore him likewiſe with unfeigned ar- 
dour to give us grace ſo to follow their good ex- 
amples, that when we are delivered from this 
preſent evil world, we may be tranſlated with 
them into the kingdom of his dear Son. To 
whom with the Father, and the holy Spirit be 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, adoration and praiſe, 
might, majeſty and dominion, now, and for 
ever. Amen! 3 
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